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Village Election 
Candidates’ Statements

Park Forest, Illinois 
Election day is Tuesday, April 6 2021 

Make your vote count!  
 

These statements have been provided by each individual candidate and have been 

published unedited by The Committee for Non-Partisan Local Government in Park 

Forest as a service to all candidates and to the voters of Park Forest. The statements 

are the sole responsibility of the candidates. The Non-Partisan Committee is not 

responsible for the views expressed by the candidates nor the factual content of 

their statements. 

If you would like to support non-partisan elections, consider contributing to or 

joining  The Committee for Non-Partisan Local Government in Park Forest. See the 

flyer or ask a Board member for more information. 

2021 Candidates’ Forum Schedule 

 Date  Time  Location — Sponsor/Host 

Sunday, January 31 1:00 p.m. Zoom — Non-Partisan Committee 

Sunday, February 7  1:00 p.m. Zoom — Library – Library Candidates Only 

Sunday, February 21 1:00 p.m. Zoom — League of Women Voters 

Sunday, March 21 1:00 p.m. Zoom — Park Forest Cooperatives 

Tuesday, April 6   Election Day 

Saturday, April 10 10:30 a.m. Zoom NPC Membership Meeting 

 

 

Candidates for Village Trustee                                                 

                                                             Page No. 

 Erin Slone….....………………….………. 3 

          JeRome Brown..…...…….…….………..4 

          Theresa Settles….……………….………5 

          Maya Hardy…………..….………...……. 6 

          Judy Hawthorne………………………… 7 

          Joshua Travis…..………...….……….… 8 

            

   

Candidates for Library Trustee 

 Felicia Rangel (Write-In)……………...9 

          Alice McBride...……………….….….. 10 

          Janis Elmore………….…………….…. 11 

  

  

          There are two candidates who are on the ballot for 

the library board who did not submit a signed Non-Partisan 

Candidate Statement and may not participate in the 

forums. These candidates also did not provide a statement 

to be included in this brochure. 
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We, as a village, must maintain the highest level of ethics and integrity: not 

succumbing to the nepotism, bully tactics, and disinformation being practiced in 

neighboring communities and our nation as a whole. I am dedicated to empowering 

our village community to engage in civil, collaborative partnership to formulate 

sustainable solutions.   

I graduated with Honors from The University of Chicago with a Bachelor’s in 

Economics and have a Master’s in Integrated Marketing Communications from 

Northwestern. I have two decades of experience as an investment banker and 

business consultant. I have the proven ability to identify opportunities, develop, and 

execute strategic plans for growth and development.  I have extensive management 

expertise and am comfortable communicating with C-Suite executives, community 

stakeholders, public officials, and investors in order to align interests, build 

consensus, and advance projects and investment. 

I believe in service in and around my community.  I am a former member and 

leader of the Junior League of Chicago. I completed the Park Forest Civic Leadership 

Academy in 2018. I am currently a member of the League of Women Voters of Park 

Forest. I volunteer at PADS at St. Irenaeus, and am active in outreach ministries 

with Christian Life Center Tinley Park. 

I was raised in Park Forest, and have the experience, skillset, and perspective that 

our Village Board needs. It would be an honor to serve this community that taught 

me that people from different backgrounds and beliefs can work together to build 

something that would make future generations proud. While I appreciate our rich 

history, there is still more work to be done. I want to be a part of the forward-

thinking leadership that ushers in the revival of a new Park Forest - making it again 

the premier suburb of the Southland. 

 Please visit www.VoteSlone.com to learn more. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marital Status: Divorce, Children: 1, Occupation: Insurance Producer former Job 

Developer /PF Trustee/Life Coach  

JeRome has been a powerful community servant for 2 decades.   

• PF Kiwanis Club Member,  

• PF Environment Commission,  

• PF Parks & Recreation Advisory Board,  

• PF Planning/Development Commissioner,  

• PF President- Toastmasters Present Member,  

• PF Rotary Club Member/Program Director,  

• “Bears On Court” Player raising money for Firefighter Association of America,  

• Speaker and Trainer/community job fair  

 

Former ESP for CAPs. A not-for-profit employment agency that provides  employment training and job 

placement services. CAPs has proven successful  techniques in working with prospective employees to 

address the workforce  needs of business through strategic hiring. One of CAPs areas of expertise 

is  helping employers access indirect government-assisted programs to maximize their payroll budget. 

CAPs will assist the employer in making informed  decisions in job placements, by providing an easy 

and convenient process,  without the traditional expense.  

Former Youth Advocate, previously employed by YAP, mentoring for at risk youths.  

JeRome’s influential career includes Management with several fortune 500  companies. Citibank, United 

Insurance and Smith/Barney. His duties included  sales, insurance, financial planning, training and 

development. JeRome’s aspiration is to bridge his life, educational and career expertise to  the Village of 

Park Forest. Assisting in economic development, infrastructure, education, and safety. Furthermore, he 

also believes in motivating diverse communities to grow and produce new resources.  

Honors: Mayor Richard Daley Ideas & Commitment to the Community Cook County Board President 

John Stroger- Job/Community Resource Fair  Chicago School District Motivational & Keynote 

Graduation Speaker Lamont  Brown- Certificate of Appreciate -Prairie State-Pursuing The Dream with 

the  Browns.  

JeRome’s Goal, foster human understanding, and contribute to the betterment of mankind  

  

 

 

 

Candidate for Village Trustee 

Erin Slone 
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“Let’s live, grow, and discover together!”   

I was born in UP Michigan, one of ten children, and raised on a forty-acre farm. I 

moved to Chicago in 1968, married James N. Settles, Sr., and have two daughters, 

Sho9mari and Shani. We have resided in Park Forest for 42 years, raising our children, 

who both attended Indiana Elementary and Rich East High School. We also fostered 

many children with DCFS. I am a Registered Nurse and was employed at Ingalls 

Hospital for 39 years. I have prior work experience in banking [First National Bank of 

Chicago], advertising [Foote Cone & Belding], and have provided Occupational 

Nursing at the Chicago Heights Ford Stamping Plant. Most recently, I have trained 

and served as a Medical Advocate in Sexual Assault Services with the YWCA 

Metropolitan Chicago, giving support and information to survivors at local hospitals. 

I earned a Graduate degree from Governor State University and maintain Premium 

Alumni status. I am currently serving a second term as Park Forest Trustee, am the 

Senior Trustee, and the Mayor Pro Tem. I currently serve as Trustee Liaison to the 

Veterans Commission and the Senior Citizen Advisory Commission. I have 

volunteered with many local service organizations including: Tall Grass Arts 

Association; League of Women Voters; Gavin Foundation; Chicago Heights/Park 

Forest Rotary [Am a Paul Harris Fellow]; NAACP; and the Park Forest Garden Club. I 

always approach Village service with honesty, dignity, and integrity: collaborating 

with other elected officials to identify challenges and find solutions for the Village of 

Park Forest and our residents. As an experienced and degreed nursing professional, 

I continue to bring my understanding of science, data, and performance management 

to the quick thinking but compassionate service I have maintained over the years. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Professional Officer, United Way of Metro 

Chicago 

Trustee, Village of Park Forest 

I am running for election as Trustee in the Village of Park Forest. I have over 15 

years in public service and a Master’s degree in Communication and Training. My 

experience and education have instilled the one thing I believe is vital in any aspect 

of life, and that is to truly listen to people. 

I have had the pleasure and honor of serving you as a Trustee since June of 2019. I 

also function as the Trustee liaison to the Commission on Human Relations, and the 

Planning and Zoning Commission. During which time, I, alongside my colleagues on 

the Board, have made many significant and successful accomplishments. Some of 

which include:   

- Development of a Park Forest Community Cares Fund 

- Village’s grant successes over the past 12 months total $4,288,750: 

- OSLAD/Somonauk Park project 

- Army Corps of Engineers project (on Dogwood) 

- FEMA funding (for fire department staffing and a bariatric ambulance) 

- Significant growth of new businesses and redevelopment 

- Stronger police community relations (support of the police Community 

Engagement Coordinator position) 

I have worked hard toward these accomplishments and look forward to continuing 

making significant progress. Transparency, community assistance, safety, and fiscal 

responsibility are the core of my priorities. 

I have been working hard for you, and will continue to work hard for you. I am your 

neighbor, and bear the comforts and challenges of each and every decision I make 

on your behalf. However, I promise to serve honorably, keep your best interest in 

mind, and to always have an open door, and I humbly ask for your vote in the 

consolidated election on April 6, 

2021. 

 

Theresa M. Settles RN BSN 

Candidate for Village Trustee 
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I am a lifelong Park Forest resident, product of District 

163 schools, proud graduate from Rich East High 

School class of 1990, and attended NIU from 1991-

1994. Having been elected by my peers in 2019, 

currently, I’m serving as secretary of the District 163 

school board and have been on the board since 2015.  

Being the mother of five teenagers and a homeowner in the community I love, the success and 

continued improvement of our Village is very important and personal to me. Like so many of 

us, I have a vested interest in the Village of Park Forest and will for years to come; I want to 

help make the best possible decisions for all residents and future generations while 

maintaining maximum transparency with the public.  

During my tenure, some notable accomplishments/goals as a school board member include:  

- Interviewed, selected and hired a new superintendent  

- Encouraged professional development throughout the district 

- Member of CUBE (Counsel of Urban Boards of Education) 

- Maintained a balanced budget 

- Collaborated with 6 other board members to implement districtwide goals 

- Brought districtwide goals to fruition 

- Participated in trainings to expand professional development in the areas of implicit 

bias and cultural sensitivity 

- Voted in favor of providing free lunch to all students, regardless of household income 

- Avid supporter of local functions, community events, and most importantly, Park Forest 

businesses whenever possible 

 

 It has been a privilege to serve Park Forest and Chicago Heights as a school board member 

for almost 6 years and I would be honored to be elected to serve the Park Forest Community in 

the capacity of Village Trustee.  

Thank you for your previous support and thank you in advance for your consideration 

April 6th.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Joshua Travis and I am a lifelong Park Forest resident running for 

Village Trustee because I want to see more for my hometown. I grew up and 

currently live on Sangamon street. In 2010, I became a proud Rich East alum. I 

graduated from Illinois State University with a degree in Anthropology and minors in 

Biological Sciences and Criminal Justice Sciences. In 2018, I graduated from DePaul 

University with a Masters in Nonprofit Management. I am in my second year as a 

doctoral student studying Interdisciplinary Leadership at Governors State University 

and serve as the Executive Director for a nonprofit in Chicago.  

  

I first got involved with village leadership by joining the Youth Commission to 

advocate for community resources and education in the village. Since returning 

from school, I have jumped on opportunities to volunteer with village departments 

and support more families having access to resources. In my youth, I relied on 

village services to make sure I was prepared for the world. Now I am stepping up to 

make sure the next generation has a fair chance, just as I did.  

  

I want to build on the success of the past, as the village creates new ways of 

bringing in and retaining residents and generating income from our enterprise 

zones. We face new and old challenges as our state and county continues to see 

depopulation and growing tax burdens that make it difficult for the village to meet 

its needs. As a Trustee, my number one priority is to see Park Forest invest in Park 

Foresters. Through smart investments and pushing for innovative business 

practices, Park forest can once again be the special place where people go to live, 

grow, and discover.  

  

Joshua Travis, MNM 

 

 

 

 

Judy Hawthorne 

Candidate for Village Trustee  
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My name is Felicia Rangel and I am running for Park Forest Library Board Trustee.  

It has been my pleasure serving as your trustee these past years. The library has 

shaped and enriched my life and I want to continue giving back to my library and 

the community.  I seek your vote in order to do this. 

As a resident since 1976 I have witnessed the major transformation of our library 

from when I was a teenager to an adult.  It is an experience to walk in and see our 

library being utilized by our youngest patrons looking for a book to our oldest 

patrons using the computers or taking technology classes.  

During the past year we faced the challenge of operating during a global pandemic 

and continuing to do so, which has impacted the library’s engagement as we are 

used to.  People need their libraries for so many things, whether it be for education, 

recreation, life skills or cultural immersion, and going through a pandemic does not 

stop these needs.  

We have a strong library with a mission to support our citizens and local businesses.  

I'm excited to offer my work experience and talents to help our library adequately 

plan for the challenges of future growth within Park Forest and Olympia Fields. I 

enjoy community service and knowing that I have helped improve our library for 

future generations is an indescribable joy. 

My background as a payroll professional with a strong skillset in accounting, human 

resources policies and procedures and budgeting are strengths which would serve 

the board well. I know the primary responsibility of a library trustee is the financial 

health of the library.   

I am asking for your vote for me, Felicia Rangel, to serve as your Park Forest 

Library Board Trustee. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Alice McBride and I have lived in Park 

Forest for 35 years.  I am now a retired Social 

Worker.  After several years in direct service, I 

went on to hold administrative positions in public and private agencies that served 

people with hearing loss, developmental disabilities or special education needs. 

After retirement I moved from being a library patron to becoming an active member 

of the Friends of the Library and served on their board for several years.  I worked 

with library staff to hold 4 annual Friends Pecan Sales, a traditional event for the 

Park Forest community.  I also served on the Board of Directors for the Thorn Creek 

Audubon Society for 4 years where I gained an understanding of the role and 

responsibilities of being on a board. 

I have maintained an interest over the past 4 years in the Library Board by reading 

the packets and minutes and occasionally attending their meetings.  This interest 

has led to my decision to seek a Trustee position where I can offer my knowledge 

and experience to directly support the operation of the library and the board. 

I am a practical and methodical person in how I approach my work and I look 

forward to contributing to the Library Board.  I am interested in learning more about 

what Park Forest residents would like to see offered by the library and then working 

with the library and other Trustees to include these ideas into the ongoing 

programming. 

I realize the degree of responsibility that a Trustee holds.  I also recognize the 

challenges the library and the board currently face due to the virus.  I would 

consider it a privilege to serve as a Trustee and would work diligently to fulfill the 

responsibilities of this position. 

 

  

 

Felicia Rangel 

(Write-In) 

Candidate for Library Trustee  
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 This statement details my interest in becoming 

Library Board Trustee at the Park Forest Public 

Library within the Village of Park Forest.  I have 

been in this position for almost two years and know 

I can continue to be a helpful and experienced member on the committee. 

When the Library announced an open position on the Library Board, I jumped at the 

chance to apply because I have always wanted to do more for the community. 

During the past nine months the library has been closed to the public due to the 

pandemic. During this time, we have discussed and voted on several ideas for 

improvements for the library; including notions like safe and understandable ways 

for Park Forest and Olympia Fields patrons to have continued access to library 

materials. We also discussed and developed new methods that would allow 

computer and faxing capabilities to patrons while staying within the state-wide 

mandates.  

I have been a resident of Park Forest since 1985 and has always been an active 

member of the community, as far back as working in Marshall Field’s back when it 

was still here in Park Forest. I obtained my Master’s Degree in Library Science at 

Dominican University which became a springboard for my library career. As my 

children went through their education here in District 163, I volunteered with the 

schools until I eventually became the librarian at Mohawk School, while also working 

part-time at the Park Forest Public Library. 

When the call came to apply for the open position for Library Trustee, I felt it the 

perfect time for me to get involved. I believe my skills and experience would make 

me a perfect candidate. As your Library Board Trustee, I can continue to bring real 

life library experience to the table.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website: www.pfnpc.org 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/parkforestnpc 

  

 

Thank You 

The Nonpartisan Committee wants to thank you the 

sponsors/hosts and all of our supporters.  

Your continued contributions are greatly appreciated.  

Contact a board member for information regarding 

opportunities to make a contribution and/or volunteer 

your talent. Volunteers are needed. 

Candidate for Library Trustee  

Janis Elmore 
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